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PINJAR TO GERALDTON ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION LINE 

546. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy:  

(1) Will the minister acknowledge that by abandoning the 330-kilovolt transmission line from Pinjar to 
Geraldton, major generation projects in the mid-west, including hydro and wind-sourced renewables, 
have been put in jeopardy by this government?  

(2) Can the minister explain how the Premier’s plan to build a new power station in Geraldton rather the 
330-kilovolt line will enhance the future electricity supply of Perth and the south west interconnected 
system?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question. 

(1)-(2) I could just tell the member to read the answers I gave yesterday, the day before, the day before, the day 
before, ditto.  

Hon Kate Doust: I will keep asking until you answer the question. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Minister, the word “may” occurs in the particular standing order so I have 
a discretion. My successors may not be as lenient as I am.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: I thank the honourable member for the question. Once again, I emphasise that the line 
has not been cancelled. That is the first point. Secondly, we have not decided whether we will put another power 
station in Geraldton. Do I really need to go through this again?  

Hon Kate Doust: Yes. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Okay.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: Only for the people who can’t get it the first time. 

Hon Kate Doust: Neither can the industry that’s facing problems because of your government’s decisions.  

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I do not think too many of us want to have an adjournment debate tonight. 
I certainly do not want to have one in question time.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: I apologise to the honourable member. I do not mean to be patronising. Yet again, 
there is an issue with the line. The line has not been abandoned. We have not abandoned the mid-west. I 
understand the uncertainty. The Premier understands the uncertainty that has been created in that area. I have 
conducted a number of interviews with the electronic media and the printed media. The Geraldton Guardian did 
a full coverage of the issue the other day. It was very good coverage. The headline was something like “Minister 
said we will not abandon you”. I want to emphasise again that we are not abandoning the mid-west. I say at the 
outset that we have not abandoned the mid-west. We are reassessing the situation due to the massive explosion 
of the original anticipated cost, which was around $290 million up to close to $700 million. Yet again, I 
reinforce the fact that we are reassessing the situation. It will not be one of those prolonged extended reviews 
that go on ad infinitum in which we can always say that we are reviewing the situation. That review will report 
back to me at the end of June, and then we will determine which will be the most prudent and cost-effective way 
forward, ensuring that we provide the best outcomes for those in the mid-west.  
 


